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T hes ſhalt not bear Falſe Witneſs againſt thy Neighbour, Exod. WD, ; 


6. 
Againſt an Elder recerve wot ail  Hrenſation, but ſore iwo or fn | 
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Reader , 
: Hoſoever thou art to whom this may 
V come, and eſpecially to all ſuch who 
have fſcen Richerd Smith's Book, to 
which this followings an Anſwer; and becauſe the 
ſaid Richard Smith giveth thee an Account in his Book, 
how long he hath walked with thoſe People called 
Quakers, &c, and now hath thus publickly appear- 
ed agaiaſt them, therefore leſt thou ſhouldſt ſay (as 


ſome have done) That the Quakers ere divided among [# 
themſelves, and therefore are like to core 10 nought. 


To all ſuch (on the behalf of the People aforeſaid). 


I Anſwer, That the People called Quakers are not 
divided, but are in Unity, Peace and Concord a- 
mongſt themſelves, praiſed be the Lord for it, who 
is the God of all our Mercies, who hath raiſcd us up 
t9 be a Peaple, who were not a People, by his own 
Arm of Power, and thereby hath gathered us to him- 
ſelf, who were once afar off ; and by this Power have 
we been preſerved unto this day, notwithſtanding 
many who have riſen up againſt us ; and bleſſed be 
the Lord, this holy Arm of Power we do yet feel 
to uphold us and carry us on through whatſoever 
Suffertngs -or Reproagh$ do or may yet attend us for 
his Name ſake. =_ 
And although ſome, who have walked with us, 
as it is ſo manifeſt, that they were 
not truly of us Tod ſughthere were in the dayes of 
the Apoſtles, of whom Fobn ſpeaks, I Joh, 2. 19. 
A They 


4 


They went out from ns, but they were.not of is (but as he: 
faith,even ſo lay we) if they had been of ws, no doubt they- 
would have continued with ws ; but they went out, that they 
might be made manifeft,Fec. And Fuds walked,and was 
numbred among the Apoſtles, yet afterwards turned 
from them, and proved a Trayter. And the Wiſe in 
Heart may eaſily ſee R. S's Deſign in publiſhing his 
Book,& thereby gratifying ſuch who are evilly affeQti- 

ed towards us. The Apoſtle Paul, when he ſpeaks of 
his many Perils, 2-Cor.11. 26, mentions as not one of 
the leaſt of his Sufferings (to wit) his Perils emone # 

falſe Brethren, and (of we meet with ſueh in our day, 

it is no new thiog,but even the ſame that our-Brethren 

that are gone before-us have met with in their Age 
and Day. 


Govern forth che 29th day o 
the 7th Adoncth, 1677- 


T. F. & 
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To # BOOK publiſned by | 
Richard Smith 


WESTCHESTER. - 


Richard Smith, 
T Hy Book thou gaveſt me the 26th of the 4th Moneth, I 


hare perufed, and did wholely conclude to have been 
fileat as to any Anfwer to it, knowing 5 woxld paſs away 
like an wntrmely Birth, as many of that nature and 
tendency have done ; but upon further conſideration facing, that 
though thou pretendeſt to a great decal of fair and Chriſtian-like 
dealing with us in Words, yet in Deed haſt done otherwayes, as 
though we wereguilty of groſs Errors, and in our managing 
of the Difference betweenthee and Daniel Maadoch, that-tho® 
hadft received ſuch Wrong from usas is beyond all bounds of Ci- 
vility; page the 7th at large, reporting thoſe for my words in 
the behalf of the Mecting which were not mine, taking part of 
that whichthouto me calledft the Preamble to my Anſwers to thy 
Queries, and therein feckeft"to faſten a Lye upon me ;, alſo adding | 
or diminiſhing to all or moft of my Anſwersto thy Queries, which 
in their time and place I ſhall prove, and therefore cannot well paſs 
it by with Silence, as thou inthine to the Reader fayft, it ws rhe 
way of the bely wen of old not to favour groſs Errors thivewith,, but 
ſhaltendeavour to manifeſt to thee, and all the ſober-minded that - 


may 


y Way —o—_— nog en wr ——_—_— 
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may come to r2ad this thy unchriſt.an-like dealing with Foiend; in 
this County in gencral,and my fclt in pasticular. In the firſt place, 
thau tell'ſt the Reader, That thou fi:nifiedſt to thy Friends thy 1ntens 
$1 publiſhing thine ; aud that thox gave them ten dayes time, = th 
mioht have come and ſeen it. 1 leave it to the ſober Reader to 
judge,whether it had not been as fit for thee to have come to ſome 
ofus, to have ſhewed it ('asI did this to thee) -before thou hadſt 
publiſhed it; an41 my elf, upon the receiviag notice tkereoffrom 
thee, wrote to thee again, ſ1pnifying my defire unto thee to the 
contrary, byreaſon it would open the mouthes of many to ſpeak evil, 
ſay, as they now de, We are at Difference among our ſelves : but my 
L-tter,by reaſon of ſome neglett in the weſſeager, came not to thee 
within thy prefixed time (rbouzb ir came before thy Paper; wont from 
't2yhand) an] therefore thou wouldft not ſa much as open it to 
rcad, but ſent itfrom thee ſealed again; which I alſo leave to the 
ſober miaded to judge,whether this were cbriſtsa1: or friendly deal- 
5ng Yea or nay, being it came before thine went from thy hands: & 
chough ſuch things as theſe may aud do give ſome occaſion to ſay, 
We are at Difference among our ſetyes, yet blefſed be the Lord, who 
by the Arm of his holy Porer at firft gathered us, and brought us 
nigh uate hiaſelf (which were once afar off) and one unto ane- 
ther in that holy Power; by the ſame he hath and doth preſerve 
the faithful and upright in heart nigh unto himſe'f, and in Unity 
one with 'another, and in love and good will to all people : and 
thoughſome have, anddo, and may go from us, yet it is butchar i 
may be manifeſt that they were not allof us. 
in Pag. 8. thou ſay'ſt, Then haſt walk:d with theſe People ſince 
the beginning, meaning them called Qxakers: that isgotſo; for 
they were a People a good feaſon before thou cameſt ameng them 
lo as to joyn with them, & longer before thou walkecſt with them 
in all bly and lowlineſi, a5 thou pretevdit : Bearing part with 
them in all Tryals and Sufferings that have befallenthem upon 4 Ke- 


* [1g:044 acconnt,as thou there writeft : Thele are very large ſayings, 


an very much included in them ; but lefs in words, and more in 
deeds, would make thee never the worle, but better thought of by 
them that have and do know thy manner of bawzil:ty and lowlineſs, 
aad what part thou haſt bora with us in all our Tryals and Suffer- 
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inss;but it may be thou beganft to be weary of that part thoudidft 
or mightſt bear with us, & therefore took this oceaſion to turn the 
Meetmg forth of _ Houtfe, and to difſent frem us; Truth and 
Time will manifeſt all things. 

The firft part of thy Book is, to give an account of our dealing 
or mannagement of the difference between thee and Daniel Ma 
deck;, and this we know, that Daniel did rot in mary things carry 
binſelf 44 became one profeſſing what he doth, but many times gave 6c- 
caſion for thee to complain of hims;, and this thou as well knoweſt we 
never ſtood by him, or inthe leaft owned him therein ; but on the 
contrary, repreved him for the fame, and admoniſhed him te con- 
demn it, which according t6 thine pag. 11. he did ; and.yet new 
occaſion did riſe, ſo that the Difference continued, and rather in- 
creaſed between you, by reaſon of which we were much troubled, 
and eur ſpirits often grieved, and tired with the matter, much of 
the Meeting beivg many times taken up with that buſineG; and 
our deſires were, that the man might ſee bus own Weakgeſs, and ſhun 
it; and thereforedid we bare with him long, not willing to caft 
him wholely off, knowing there was a Principle of God inhim, 
for the ſake of which many of us had a ſecret _ for him,though 
wedealt plainly with him : and thoy thy ſelf at a Mceting,when 
we were determined to proceed againſt him, deſired Forbear ance, 


or thou hadft Hopes of the Man. 
4 : Witneſs Thomas Fanney, 
Henry Aorrey. 


And ous long Forbearance-(which thou blameſt us ſo mueh for, 
calling it Negle&, Injuſtice, and falſe to our own Orders, &c.) pro- 
duced this at the laft, viz. that he, uponthe ſeading Them as _— 


and his Brother Nathan to him,they laying ſomething befoxehim, . 


came teſce his Error, and to condemn it, and gave forth a Paper 
againſt himſelf, the Copy of which is as follow 


ts) 


A—— 
i. 


'To all my dear Friends, both Brethren and Siſter; at 
"their Quarterly-Mceting in Cheſhire, 


Cheſter ,' the gth of the 10th Moneth,, 1675. 


. WW Here as you ont of love and tenderneſs towards me, have order- 
ed my Brather Nathan Maddock a4 Thomas Winne r# come 
wite me,to reaſon with we concerning thoſe things charged in your Pa- 
per, which things theyclearly opened to wy Underſtanding to be Evil, 
viz. My Burdening the Meeting ſometimes with Words, which they 
could not bear; vn fears Evil a; ainft James Parke 41d Richard 
Smith ; and having Seperate Mentings, which Friends do diſows : 
Moreover bring at this time ſenſible 4 God's living Truth,1 do in the 
ſenſe of the ſame, condemn nat only «ll theſe thing: aforeſaid, but all 
other that the Spirit of Truth condemns by you, in that bleſſed and 
good Order wherein youare gathered; yea, dear Friends, I da con- 
 demn-the very fpirit andgroned of it, axd dcſire to live with you us 
that geod and heavenly Order for evermere. 


Wit nefs Nathan Maddock, The Mark of 
Richard Hemlock, Daniel VVV Madiech. 
Thomas Winne. | 


This mayalſe further ſatisfic, that the aboviſaid was the true 
Deſire of my own Heart. a 


And though thou ſfayeſt, Thew knoweft not upon what account 
we recerved it ; yet it was in order to give thee, or any other that 
he had offended (atisfation: Yet were we not ſatisfied with this 
oaly, but alſo erjoyned his Brother Nathan to go to him, and ad- 
viſe him, as from ns, To goto thee, and Condemn the thing before the 
Woman Which was by when the wards were ſpoke; which according- 

'lyhedid : and though ghou art minded to fay it waz by reaſon of 


thy 
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thy threatning to have him before the Mayor of the City; but 
that is but thy Suppoſitionz but however, we enjoyned him to 
do it,and accordingly he did, and therein our expeRation was an- 
ſwered; and thou at that time ſeemed fatisfied, and defired rhe 
Lord to forgive him, and thou didſt. 

Witnefs Nathern Maddoch,, 

Richard Hemlock. 


Yet after all this, toſeck in all things to juſtific thy ſelf, and 
render us and our _ as bad as thou canft, isnot Chri- 
' ſtiannor Friend-like-z but I do believe thou wilt miſs of thy End 
in the minds of ſober people, unto whom I leave the confiderati- 
on of theſe things to judge, whether wedeſerve to be refleted 
upon aftes ſuck a manner as thou doſt in thy Book, and whether 
thou deſerveRt to be juſtified inſodoing; for my end chiefly in 
writing is,to give ſatisſation to ſuch as may read both thine E&this. 
And as tothe thing thou chargeſt us with, relating to Thomas 
Davanport, | ſhall give a ſhort Relation of the truth of the mat- 
te:, andleave it to the conſideration of the ſober Reader, whe- 
ther thou haſt not wronged us infaying, Werecesved an Accnſatie 
on from him againſt thee when thou waſt abſom, Thowas Davanport 
had been long from amongſt us, and at that time Thomas Winne 
and Nathan Adaddeck went to D.M. they alſo went to Thewes 
Davenport, and after ſome diſcourſe together, he ſaw he had not 
done well, and ingenuoully confefſcfſed it, and gave forth a Paper 
to condemn it,the Copy is as followeth. 


This 1s to all Friends in the Living and Eternal Truth. 


Hat whereas I have bren judged to deny the Mectings and Af- 
lemblics of Friends, and wpewn that account have abftained 

from Mectings, and joyned my ſelf to theſe that have denyed Mect- 
ings, 1dobereteſtifie in the Preſence of the 7,ord, and bear my T t- 
Pimony ag ainſt that ſpirit that bath led from Mieen'ige, and doth lcad 
from meetings, & particularly agatnſt that ſpiris that judged Friends 
for putting off theirHats & knecling in the time of publick Prayer: 
and not only ſo, but alſo bear my Tiſtimony againſt that ſpirit of Im- 
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fafition that keeps it ew 1, and as tonching my marrying contrary to the 
good and heavenly Order that i now eftabliſhed among Friends, / 
do condemn with the former, axd the Keot and Ground that led m2 
toit : and whatſorver the bleſſed Spirit of God wn the good Order of 
the ſame condemns, I dos from my Heart condemn: and hereby deſire, 
that this may remove whatſoever Scrmple may be un the brarts of an y 
Friends inveference totheſe things aforeſaid ;, as 1 beartily deſire 
&: the ſenſe of God's bleſſed Truth to be at Unity with Friends in 
the ſame boly and goed Order forever and for evermore, 


Iron-Bridge-boaſe, Wab wy whole heart I do freely conſe: t 
the 10oth of the ts what is above written. 
10th Maoneth , 
£675. Thomas Davanport; 


Witzefſes Nathan Maddock, 
Themas Wynne. 


Which when we heard, many of us were very glad of it,' aving 
dad loag good will for him,and really deſired his good, The next 
rly-Meecticg he came among vs, and havins ſome difcourte 
with him, we adviſed him, to go again to Meetings amongft us ; 
he anſwered, Richard Stuith bad forbid bim bis houſs, ard he did 
wot krow whether be would be willing be ſhould come thither or nay, 
or words to this cffet; we told him, We could not recerve any 
#hmg againſt Richard Smith, be rot being there, and therefore de- 
fired him to forbare; and further, Wrbraw Gardy and others ſaid 
uſito him, They would engage Richard Smith would be wilting he 
ſhould come into ku houſe : this was the occaſion of thoſe words from 
T.D. avd our *n{wer, and whether this were recciving a Falfe 
Accuſation againſt thee, as thou chargeſtus with, let any reaſona- 
ble map judge, | 
Witneſs Wikiaw Candy, 7obn: Zadely, 

John Sumcock, Henry Madaock, 

Thunas Welch, with many more, 


Afterwards thou cameR into the Meeting, and Igold thee what 
Tho. Davanpert had gccuſcd thee with, ' but not willing to have 


any eld matters debated upon (we having had too mvgh of them, | 
as... 


(17) 
as before) Idid ask thee this Queſtion, Richard, Art thowwilling 
Thomas ſhall come into thy Houſe to the Meeting ? thou ſaidlt, 
Thy Deors were open, &c. | aked thee again; thou replyedft off 
the Matter; fo I faid, Richard, Canft nor thou fay, thou art 
willing, or thou art not? what needeth ſo much ado ? And when 
thou conldft not {atisfie vs with thofe Anſwers, thou faidſt, Thou 


. wonldſt ſay no wore, or words to that purpoſe : and indeed,it did 
+ trouble many inthe Meeting to fee thee ſo Rf, and ſe little of a 


coudelcending fpirit, that though Friends had engaged thou 
wouldſt be willing,yet thou wouldſt not ſo muck asfay thou wert; 
which manner of carriage inthee hath given teo much eccafion of 
the then Difference in Chefter : and when thou kadft refuſed tos 
anſwer, Thomas ſecing we were troublcd therecat, he ſaid to thee, 
If be had done thee any V/V rong he would do what thon-wouldſt have 
him todo, or words to that purpole; and further faid, he would 
do what we would have him to do;, and thereupon we adviſed and 
defired him to come to Meetings, which accordingly he did; and 
this thing was it that did (as thou calledftit p. 7.) pinch thee the 
moſt of any thing that was doneby w;, and after this thy fpirit turn- 
ed againſt us; and then thou be- an'ſt to ſpeak and write againſt” * 
Womens Meetings, and not before fince that at Lendon (which 
thou chiefly objecteſt againſt) though tt at was dene above nine 
moneth before this I mention; yet nothing that I know of faid a- 
gainſt it by thee till after this rime;, fo it may cafily be underſtood 
the Ground or Reaſon of thy differing with and ſeparating from 
us, even becauſe thy Mind was not anſwered inall things aceer- 
ding to thy defire by us (which is not the Symtom of a mans walk- 
ing in all Humility and Lowlinel: with us, as thou boaſteſt of thy 
felf) though thou- now pretendeſt ſomething elſe, and wakeRt a 
great noife of the Wrong we have done thee, &c. which is left 
te the Reader to conſider of, and without partiality to judge. 

So I come to ſhew wherein thou haſt wronged me, in report- 
ins thoſe for my words inthe behalfof the Mecting which wers 
not mine : The 19th of the 5th moneth, 1676. after a long De- 
bate with theo, indeed to ſmall purpoſe, as is proved 3 thon mayft 
well know the Cauſe of it, if thoy wilt butler Truth take p/ace in 
thy mind; the greateR"mattes thou at that time couldfralledge 
againt-us was, oug Ferbearance, or as thou calleſt it; weg/el?, 
oc. 


.” - s oo; - " -- 
hb LA "#2X "ods. a 
£247 BY IRS 


(Tz ) 
&c." that we had wit given Sentence of Excommunication againſt 

Daniel Maddoeck, 4nd wholely rejefted bim;, which indeed (as by 

thy Book doth appear) was the main thing thou had driven at 

for aſeaſon; thereupon I ſaid inthe behalf of the Mecting, That 

the Church had Power to paſs Seritence of Excommunication, or to 

forbear for « time, as they ſaw meet and convenient in the Wiſdem of 
God; theſe were my words, witneſs Tho. Brigs, Richard Milner, 

and ethers,and theſe we will ftand by. And wedo ſay, Thetime. 
and ſcaſon of our declaring on di/nnion with theſe who break ont of t 14 

order of truth flavds n#t in the will of any prejudiced man, but in the 

will of God,who uw Long-ſufferiag and fnll of tender Merey,who waits 

to reſteretl s Fact;[lider. 

Thou fayft in thine, pag. 19. I faid, We had power to ſu'pend or 
Judgment; in which thou ſheweſt either a great deal of Ignorance 
os Wilfulneſs ; for we had given our Judgment long befose this 
againſt D. M. otherwiſe, why did we require him to make thee 
latisfa&ion? This manger of dealing is not Friendly nor Chriſtian- 
ly, but looketh too like Forgery. 

For thy faying,that Tho. Brigs and Tho. Wynne tld thee plain- 
ly, thy honſe was net thy own: It is well known to the moderate 
people of this Nation (though thou makeft ſuch uſe of it) that 
we do not deny any man that whichis his own, noedefire it from 
him : &ut let me tell thee, thou having given Friends leave to meet 
in part of thy Houſc, and they having previded ſome convenience 
for that purpoſe, as things to ſit upon, &e. it was not agreeable 
to the Truth for thee, for the Offence of one or two (if ch a thing 
were) to turn all the reſt forth of thy Doors without thelr Cone 
ſent, and thereby expoſe them to ſuch Sufferings as did thereupos 
folow, which might have been much worſe had not the then 
Mayor and Recorder ef that City uſed much Moderation and 
Juſtice in the Mannagement of the Matter ; and how leighr ſoc- 
ver thou mayft make of this, yet it is that which by all thy Papers 
and Book thou canſt not clear thy ſelf from until thou repent of it, 
and condemn it. 

The next thing is te _ my x _ the wy _= wouldſt 
make people believe lam guilty of, infaying, /r 5s thy Princople 
and Prathice ro deny Water dapeifa , «nd Breaking of Bread, and 
Drinking of Wine. I do fay, and am able to Preveitheth by 

itneſs 
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Witneſs and thy Praftice, 4s it is thy Principle and Practice (ex> - 
ce; t thou be changed in that as well av in other _ ) todeny doth, 
as being now in forceor to be pradtiſed inthe Church of Chrift ; and 
therefore demand of thee, what Scripture thou haſt to prove the dil- 
continuing of them, ſeeing thou owneſt they were once ? or 
what Scripture had Pan! to prove the diſcontinuance of Circumciſion, 
ſecing God ſaid, Jr ſhoxld be for an Everlaſting Coverant in their fleſh, 
Gen.17.13. For, norational man cam in _ judge, that I ſhould 
charge thee todeny that they never were, ſecing the Scriptures are 
ſo full that they were, ia their time and ſeaſon; therefore necdleſs is 
it for thee to ſay,-they were of Service in the Church,5c. but to prove 
by plain Text of Scripture, that they are not (not that I ſay they are) 
ſeeing thou wilt be ſo exact for Scripture-proof for what we do; for 
taat was the oecaſion of my ſo writing; not that we inthe leaftdeny 
the Scriptures, as thou well knoweſt, but own and eſtcem them in 
their place, yet prefer tte holy Spirit before them, by which the 
holy Scriptures were given forth, and the Leadings of that Spirit 
which leadeth intoall Truth, fo into the Truth in them. 
In the next place I come to ſpeak of my Anſwer to thy Queries,and 
thereinto prove unto thee and others what I ſaid before, viz. that 
thou haſt in all or moft of them cither added or diminiſhed; in my firſt 
Anſwer, pag. 26, 27. thou in thy Book endeſt with theſe words, 
Thengb they pretend Scripture for their Kale in what they do;, in mine 
to thee there is this further, We have an evident Teftimony that we can 
give for Womens Mectings, from mary farthfal Witneſſes, that God 
ewneth them by accompanying them with hu living Preſence in their Aſ- 
ſemblies, yet we go not about to impoſe them upon Believers, but as the 
Lord perſwades them : This word Impoſitionhath often becauled up- 
on other occaſions, as thou well knoweſt, by ſuch as have gone forth 
of the blefſed Unity of Truth, when there hath beenno occaſion for - 
it; nowW,if this be fair or right,toſay z8 thoudoſt in the Margin,p.26. 
5 i« my Anſwer, andyct leave this forth which anfwers to the latter 
part of thy Query, pag. 22,23. I leave it to any rational man to 
judge : in anſwer to thy Reply I ſhall only fay thus, We go not a- 
bout toſpeak, write or at any thing contrary to the Sriptures of 
Truth, aor todiſ-eſteem of them, as thou well knoweſt, therefore 
it is not friendly ſo to wzite as tbough we did, pag.27. and farthee 
to go about to make yoid my CY” anfwes to thy Query, p.2C- 
| to 
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to wit, that the powe# and eathority of that unlimited Spirit is the - 
ſame in tie Fewale as in the Male, by ſaying, pag. 27. wav ever the 
ſort 13 any Female aa iu the btavenly "Malt Chrift Feſws, Thews much 
wilſulneſs in thee ;, for thou cant rot be fo igF3572nt as foto under- 
Qznd che inrent of my words, that I ſhould cetopare cither Female or 
any other Male with him ia whoam dweir the [uluel; of the Godhead 
dodi{7,a80 of whoſe fulneſs we xcceive Grace for Grace : but thouph 
ke was anvginted with the Oyl of Gladnek; above his ſellows, and did 
wot receive the Spirit by meaſure, yet it has p'caſed the Father in his 
cafia'te Goodnel,, that Yu ſhou!d be angiatedwith the ſame Anvint- 
ing, and receive a cmacafure of the ſame Spirit, as tonature ati4 qua- 
ty (and thercin is one with that in thoſe Males he breathed upon ) 
Lamnotfpeakinz of quantity ; fo my afſertion is not contrary to the 
Apoſtlcs Doarine, as thou pap. 27. faycſtit is, but agreeable there- 
v2to, who ſaid, There «re diverfitics of Gifts b J Ihe [ame Spirit [mark 
that] «d/w5ding ro wan ſeverely 4 kr wil; an we ſay, worun 
 cangot lye, He weuld pour forth bis Spirit 
apon £f fiefb, and your Soxz and yeur Daughters ſhall propheſie, Jocl 
2.28. $5 my aſſertion ſtands good, and will do apairft all that thou 
canſt ſay againftt it, That the Poner and Authority of that unlimited 
Spirit w the ſame in the Female as in the Male, andinthat they are 14- 
bomrers 5ezriher for God : Confider what thou art abeut to da, and 


take heed Icft through thy own wilfvlncſs darknels cover thy under- 


ftauding. 

* Tnouncedeſt not tell ug, That the Church hath noe Power bxt what it 
bath from kyus who iv the Beginning ; for Thay ip my anſwer, pag. 27. 
of thy Book, That the Church of Chrift bad and bath Power given 
thew (not thatthey take it wrongfully) as thou inthy Query, p.22. 
would charge us with ; neither are we five that Church,but through 
GodsGrace Members of it. 

' Thoſe words of thine ini the Margin, pag. 27, But way mot 
jaftly queſtion, whether you fic be that Church which hath Power gi- 
vey to add this, &c. favours more of a cavilling ſpirit, that will be 

cxitical, then the Spirit of Truth. | 

_  Theu fayeft io thy Reply to my fecond Anſwer, pap. 29. And 

naw of lath for you to ſer np ſuch things a theſe (meaniag Womens 
Meetings). 44 ares no way i# themſelves neceſſary > the accompliſhing «of 
the ether aforoſaid, to wit, « holy and upright Life, and Pg 
: ayes 


. 


('t5) | 
Layeft, then art not again thiw Þ any other ts nat to pray, exbe't, 
frengthen & build up one another vn their moſt yoly F aveh: This is ftran;e 
chat they way meet together ro pray,exhort ſtrengthen and build up 
one another in their moſt holy Faith, and yer be ao way in themſelves 
* necefſary to the accompliſhment of as holy and vprizht Life; this 
indeed is{uch a Paradox to me, that Þ have net heard of the like by 
one that pretendsſo much as thoudeft; and if they may de this,yhich 
4s the greater, why may they not do that which us the leſſer, to wit, 
rak: care of ſome widows, fatherleſs and ſuch aswant relicf, and that the 
younger women & elder alſo wiltgrderly,c; c. meds believe they may 
clo both, according to the ability that God giveth them; and we do 
not diſpiſe them becauſe oy arethe weaker Veſlcls (though it may 
be ſome of us have been of that mind with thee.) And for thee to ſay, 
That we ſaying, if any profeſſing the pans 44"; either by word or deed, 
diretly diſconntenance or weaken the hand: of either men or women 111 
that work or ſervice, let ſuch be admerifhed, according tothe Order of 
the Goſpel, ard if they recesve it not, but reſ;/Þ counſel, aud perſiſt in thy 
work of Diviſion, we cannot but look upon thew, 4s therein, not in the 
unity with the Church of Chrift and order of the Goſpel,ss to excommuni- 
cate ſueb,or call that Excommunicetion,as thou doſt :I would have thee 
read thy ſelf, as thou layſtte us; for | thought Excommunicatida 
had been a further thing thento ſay, we cannot but look upon them 
thercin not in the unity with the Church of Chrift and order of the 
Golpel; for if this be Excommunication, as thou haſt often ſaid it is, 
then was Darvel Maddock excommunicated by us; for we didnot in 
thoſe things which thou chargedft againſt him,leok upon him to be in 
unity with the Church of Chrift,and order of the Goſpel; and there- 
tore we cxhorted him to condemn thew, and ſo we have done and do 
thee, thy writing and ſpeaking fo much againſt Womens Meeting, 
as thou doft, to lay, they are contrary to the Scripture of Truth, and 
that they are ip themſelyes no way neceſſary to the accompliſhing of 
an holy and upright life, * c. yet we ſay, Excemmunication is = 
ther thing, viz. in :be Power and Spirit of the Lord Zeſwa Chriſt to dg- 
liver ſuch a one ute Satan for the deſtru Hon of the fieſh, 1Cor.g. z,g. 
So thou mayftread thy ſelf cithcr ignorant or wiltul in thy ſaying and 
writing, that our fo ſaying, as befoxe, is Excommunication; far 
doubulels Pax! hd not uaity with Peter in that theu mentioneRtin 
thine to the Reader pag, 4. neither Uid he look upon him therein in 
GY $77 h Uiity 
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titity with the Church of Chriſt and ordes of the Goſpel, yet this was 
not to excommunicate that good man,who did not perſiſt therein;an] 
though the Government be upon Caoriſt's Shoulders ; yet he tath 
'Siven his Power to govern under him; and whe they do in his Power 

be owns; and though the Apoſtc had not dominion over other: Faith, 
er at leaftdid bear with ſuch as were weakin the fajth,yet he & they 
had Power to ju{geand rejtttGain-ſayers and Oppoſers, and fo have 
bis true Church now : we do fay, fuch as keep to the DoQtrine and 
Praftice which was fixſt amongſt us, and continue in the unity of the 
Spirit, which firſt united us (but that thou leaveft forth) fuch ought 
not, aor are not by us accounted Makers of D.viion, &c. but a 
Qan or men an people may hold both the do&rine and praQtice, and 
* yet be forth of the unity of the Spirit, 25 thou ard; and divers more 
| before thee (inour day and time) have been and are : fo thou ma 'ft 
- mournfſor thy ſelf; for time will come thou muſt mourn for this and 
_ ether of thy doings, as well as ſeveral have done, who are gone to 
their place, and once bigned themſclves, and tiffaced their Necks a- 
Eainft us as mueh as thou now doft ; but when they came to lie upon 
their Dying Bed, it was otherwiſe with them, and then they could 
take the ſhame to themſelves, and clear the Lords Truth, and them 
that abode faithful thereunto; and this was God's Love un:o them ; 
and this tbou muſt come to fooner or later, or it will be worſe for 
thee, whether thou wilt hear or forbear. 
In my Anſwer to thy 3d pry thou enleſt pag. 31. And againſt 
ſach the Spirit a1d Power of the Lord @, & ec. (in mine there is thus 
* much further) God « and doth judge, as I with many more through 
God's Goodneſs am a living Witneſs, anJ had ſuch a living Teftimo- 
ny in my heart from God againſt that dividing ſeparating \pirit upon 
occaſion, that it left ſuch a ſeal therein, which I hope through Gods 
. Grace I ſhallnever forget. 1 thy afſertioo in thy latter-end of thy 
Query thou art too confident, as upon oecalion may appear. Now 
why thou ſhouldſt de thus in my firſt, and this alfo, except to cover 
that ſeparating ſpirit from the Teſtimony that many an give againſt 
it, I know not , ; 
In thy Reply, p. 31. thou fayft, If yon had continued in that where 
©3r # #nity was, you would not have innovated ſuch things as would have 
"broke it, or infeſted the Church, and diſturbed ber Peace. Here thou 


Actteſt thy ſelf a Judge over vs all, tg cenſure vs tg be gone ef 
; 


(17)] LDP 
that in which the true Unity was, ſo makeſt thy ſelf guilty of that 
which thou wouldſt charge upon us, viz. ts be Lords over others faith, 
as thou didft in thine of the 31th of the gth moneth, 1676. to me, 
in which thou wroteſt,/t hed brex better thoſe words bad not been writ 
(meaning theſe of the 27 th of the 3d moneth, 1675.) or being writ, 
that we world recal them * fo, as I wrete inanſwer to thee, we muſt 
notwrite-or ſpeak that which is upon onr {pirits upon good ground, 
as [to thee there fignified, but by thee be cenfured, « were better 
they kat not been writ, or bring writ torecalthem;, andnow further by 


_* thee be cenſured te be gone forth of that in which the true unity wa ; 
ſo, as W. Penn wrote to thee, inſtead of querying thou judgeſt us : 


but thatis known and felt in our Men & Womens Meetings in which 


our Unity was anddeth continue, blefſed be the Namecof the Lord: , 
" anditis not ſome going from usnow,as others have done before,that 


can hr:ak oug Unity, as in the Power we keep; though it may. be 
and is cauſe of godly Sorxow to us, toſce ſuch things: Neither do 
honeſt godly Women, Meetings infeft or diſturb the Peace of the 
true Church (it is a bad {aying from thee,and thou muſt repent of it) 
it is that dividiag ſpirit which would be Lard (though it pretends a 


great deal of Humility) that ſeeks to infeſt. and diſturb her Peace ,, . 


but the Lord hath hitherto preſerved it (and will do ts the ead,as his 
keep faithful to him) againſt all that bath or may riſc to break it, ei- 
ther from amongſt our felyes or others. And tor thee to ſay,Serting 


up of Womens Meetings runs paratel with the Bringers in of Circxamcsſion . 


among#t Believers: Not atall; for the Apoſtle. preached Curcuraci- 
on down (though he had no Scripture for.it) and ſaid, Gal... 2. 
That if ye be. rcumciſed, Chrift ſhall profit you nothing ; but he never 
ſpoke agaiuſt Womens Adertinngs (when be went where they ufedtopray) 
but rather encouraged them, exborting the E/der Wowen to reach the 


Younger; neithes did Adoſes, that Man of Ged, ſpeak againſt or for-" 


bid Miriam,and «8 the Women went out after her, Exod. 1 5.2. (here 
were women apagt from the men, and queſtionlcfs a great aſſembly 
o2 meeting this was)for doing what they did4he;might have ſ4id,Have 
not I ſung with the Children of W{racl unto rhe Lord? and what aced you 
wowen £o apert is ſing? but be was nat of fuch a ſpirit,ag to tgpoor gain- 
lay any thing that was good, in which t could be po hurt, or ten- 
dency of evil, nor ip our Womens Meetings; But thou | HCA TRGY 
toſay, This was upmm anrhgr accom rhen tot Fae of tbe 


buſt, 
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Ly cis it istrue; but this part of our womens buſineſs in theip . 
'Meetingy, to praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs : and Debor ah was a 
| Jutge in /ſracl,&the Childrenof //rael came unto her for Judgment, 
Fudg .4.4,5- and //rac! was the then Church of God : Tris may ferve 
for anfwer to that in thy Reply to myAnfwer to thy 4th Query,p.3 3. 
where thou ſayſt, it lieth xpon our part to prove that ever Females were 
entruſted to look after the Government of the Church, which 1 have 
here doac, to wit, that 4 Female was intruſied with the Government of 
the Church. 

In my aafwer to thy 4th Query thou endeſt, and there was the farft 
breach of unity ; in mine there was this further, As ery can witneſs, 
whoſe Teſtimony T hope thon wilt not deny. $0 have I ſnewed wherein 
thou haſt either added to or diminiſhed from all er moſt of ay an 
ſwers,” for what-end is. known unto thy ſelf, and as 'a Concluſion 
there was written, before I ſubſcribed my Name, Thaw have J in 
plainneſr, according to what wat in my mind, oiyen thee an Anſwer, 
and if berein then be not [ati ied, I leave thee to mores abler Brethreu 
for further ſatisfa&ion;, but this I know, Richard, were the Truth and 
the ſimplicity thereof kept unto, there would not be ſo much ado about 
heneft Womens meeting together for the end before-meniioned : and 1 ans 
really ſorry upon ſert9u4 conſideration, that thou, which haſt been « 
ſtrength unto others, ſhould now berome a weakvrer of the weak, not only 
#: this, but alſo and mere partienlarly in other things of weighty concern, 
which I deſire may (# r 8 meaſures of that blefſed Spirit of Light and 
Life) be ſeriouſly by ther conſedered and amended, that ſo the Unity of 

the Spirit, which ws the Bond of Peace, maybe truly known, 


From thy real Friend agd Welwiſhes 


a— 


A'exander Lawrench. 


Aud for thee in thy Reply to my foutth Anſwerſo to make ut 
of my words, as ma O_ lay, That the Scriptures ſhould ſo far 
differ (pag. 34.) om that Spirir that gave them forth, 44 to be compu. 
red An, Bailders, brake 1 | A for thereunto, who 
wilt one while have an inftance from Scripture for what we do; and 
another while, bave net others a micſurt of Gods Sporir to dirett thew 
what 10 do, abd wherrs trove ordore; this) faid looktlike Babe!'s 
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little lefs then wilful Wickedneſs : Bur what Scripture had Fobufor 


his Baptifm,or PAWfor his preaching down Circumcifion,Pricitbood, . 


Tythes, Temple, Offerings, Se. and ſetting up new Inftitutions: fe 
that which yas once done and ict mp by and according to the Com- 


mandof God, was afterwards by the Revelation of the divine Pow- 
er. preached gown, and another thing ſet vp, by which it is plain,. 


that the &oly Spirit in all Ages was the Rule of God's People, which 
was before Scripture was; and was Ave!'s Rule,Enech's Rule, Noab's 
Rule, Abrahew'sRule,&ec. and this is the Rule of his at this day ; 
for it is the cverlaſting unchangeable Rule; and ugto this have our 
hearts bended, and by it been broken, blefſed be his holy Name: 
and unte this muſt thou bend, & by it be brokes more then yet thou 


art, or it will be worſe for thee; and this holy Spirit leads none to - 


preach any other God, Chriſt, Spiric, Goſpel, Truth,&c. then what 
the he'y men of God, that gave forth the :oly Scriptures, preached 
and teſtified of, as thou refleingly upon vs writeft, pag. 26. yet 
the Scriptures ſpeak of another, God and Spirit, v:z. the Gd of 
this Werld, the ſpirit that ruleth in the hearts of the Children of dif- 
obedience; and thi: is the ground of Diviſion. 

Thus having for the Infecggation aud S$2tisfa&ien of the ſobesim- 
partial Reader, given a ſhort account of the truth of things, and alfo 
hinted at {ome ot thy Wreftings and Pervert ing of our Words and 
Doings,knewing it would bc recibans both to the Reader and my ſelf, 
to trace thee through them all; 1 leave the iſſue of all unto the 


Searcher of hearts, knowing it is not hethat commituds himglf, bur. 


Tuch as God approves that findeth acceptance. 
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